Would you please describe
where you grew up?
What is your fondest memory or
memories of where you grew up?

Do you have siblings? Cousins?
What are their names?
Tell me about them.

Who are your relations?
Tell me about your parents,
grandparents, aunties, uncles, etc.
Where are they from and what do/
did they do for a living?

Who do you remember your family
going to visit? Or who do you
remember from this area?
Are they still living? Or did they
walk on?

What are old stories family
members or friends would share
with you?

What are important family recipes
or foods you remember eating?

How did your family celebrate
holidays?
Any favorite family memories?

What community activities did/do
you enjoy participating in?

Did you or any of your family
serve in the military?
Who and what conflicts?

What music do you like?
How does music influence
your life?
Do you have a favorite song?

What were you like growing up?
What were your interests?
Who were your friends?

Do you have hobbies?
Play any sports, instruments,
etc.?

What was school like for you?
Who was your favorite teacher?

What was your first job?

Which classes did you like?

Who had the greatest influence
on you as a child or as an adult?

ARE YOU OR Have you been married?
Tell me about how you met
your partner.

Tell me about your children
or nieces and nephews or
grandchildren.
What family traditions
do you have?

What are you most proud of?

What would you say are the
greatest challenges you’ve faced
in your life?

How has the world changed
since you were young?
How has your community
changed?

What and where do you remember
Tribal Lands being?

How would you describe the
tribal community’s relationship
with the general population in
the area?
In the past or currently?

What has been the role of our
traditional lifeways and/or
religion throughout your life?

Are there any Pottawatomi
traditions you continue to
practice or use?
(That you feel
comfortable sharing)

Do you have stories about
how your family survived…?
(ex. Indian Removal, The Great
Depression, WWII, Urban
Relocation, etc.)

Who is the earliest ancestor
you know about?
Where and when did they live?

What are your memories
of events, such as Federal
Recognition or other historical
events important to the Tribe?

Do you know your clan?
What do you know about
your clan?

What is something important
that you have learned from
your elders?

What teachings do you want
passed down to future
generations?

